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thaws have been of such frequent occurrence this
year that the drawing of fire-Wood was accomplished
with difficulty. More precautions against the cold
are taken here than in france. We are warmly clad,
and our apartments are heated with stoves. All in
all, I suffered every year more from cold in france
than in Canada. My health is of the best, were it
not for a violent attack of gout I suffered after
easter, and which laid me up for a month and a half.
Even now I have a twinge every day, but that does
not prevent me from going about, nor was it The
cold that brought it on. I had already felt its
approach while yet in france. To speak correctly,
we have but two seasons here,— winter and summer.
In this mission The winter is shorter by a full month
than at Quebec. We are in fact forty leagues more
toward the south. Sault Saint Louis* is not to be
found marked on the maps; this is not surprising,
as it is only since these maps were made that our
mission has grown into an important village. Our
Latitude is 45 degrees and 30 minutes, and we are
distant three leagues and a half from the town of
Monreal, which lies to the northeast, on the other
bank of The river. It is imagined in france that
the Iroquois, who formerly treated with so much
cruelty the french whom they made captives in war,
must be of ferocious aspect, and that their very
sight and name would strike terror into all who
encounter them. This is pure fancy. Generally
speaking, you could find nowhere finer looking men.
The Savages are of better build than the french,
but side by side with the Iroquois other savages
seem dwarfed. Nearly all the men of our mission
are nearer six feet in height than five. Their



